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Middlebury Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
March 26, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

*all those who are able please stand 
Our worship begins with the Prelude. 

Please be mindful of those who wish to spend this time in prayer 
 

PRELUDE 
God’s Time Is the Best                J.S. Bach 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     Liturgist: Michele Finn   
 
INTROIT       Adult Choir 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 130)        Liturgist 
Leader: O people of God, hope in the Lord! 
People: For with God there is steadfast love and great power to 

redeem. 
Leader: Wait for the Lord 
People: Our souls wait for the Lord more than those who watch 

for the morning. 
 
*HYMN  
O Jesus, I have Promised Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) # 218    
 
INVOCATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
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kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
[We use “Father” and “trespasses,” but please use whatever words 
bring you closest to God.] 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION (based on 1 Timothy 1:14-15) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us 
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. (Time for individual silent confession) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (based on Romans 5:5) 
Hear the good news! Hope does not disappoint us, for God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us 
in baptism. Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI                               Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) #513 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM      Deacon: Stephanie Tiso 

Christopher Monteleone Jr. 
 

Congregational Welcome (Unison) 
With joy we welcome you into Christ’s Church, Christopher. 
Your baptism is not the end but the beginning of a journey of 
discovering how much God loves you. This is our blessing to 
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you: “Grow in grace and wisdom and do not fear, for the Lord 
is with you. Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
your God.” 
 
Children Pre-K through 7th grade may exit through the back doors 

of the sanctuary and meet in the Social Hall for Sunday School 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
     
READINGS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE 
Ezekiel 37: 1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 
full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
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says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 
John 11: 17-50 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 
miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.” 
 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 
And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 
in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
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They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.” 
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upwards and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. But some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what he had done. So the chief priests and 
the Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said, “What are 
we to do? This man is performing many signs. If we let him go on 
like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come 
and destroy both our holy place and our nation.” But one of them, 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know 
nothing at all! You do not understand that it is better for you to 
have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation 
destroyed.” 
 
SERMON                                                    The Rev. Katrina Manzi 
To Death and Back 
 
*HYMN  
You Are the Way  New Century Hymnal (Black) #40 
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JOYS, CONCERNS, & PASTORAL PRAYER 
Prayer requests will be received from the congregation. Please be 
mindful worship is livestreamed, so we advise caution on using last 

names to preserve people’s privacy. 
 
OFFERTORY     
Homeward Bound             Marta Keen, arr. Mack Wilberg 

Audrey Finn, soprano 
 

*Doxology in Unison                            Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) #515 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON) 
Holy God, giver of life, we thank you for raising us up and 
joining us together as your people, the body of Christ. As you 
have delivered us from death, use our lives to proclaim the 
good news of new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*HYMN  
The Old Rugged Cross New Century Hymnal (Black) #195 
 
*BENEDICTION  
   
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Adult Choir 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 
POSTLUDE 
The Old Rugged Cross            arr Mary McDonald 

 
Please join us downstairs in the Social Hall after worship for 

fellowship and refreshments 
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DOING GOD’S WORK 
The Congregation, Ministers in the World 

Church Officers & Members of our Boards & Committees 
Staff: 

The Rev. Katrina Manzi, Minister 
Donna Obarowski, Choir Director 

David Obarowski, Organist 
Valerie Beard, Faith Formation Coordinator 
Diane Barnard, Bookkeeper/Asst. Treasurer 

Rebecca Trosan, Nursery Attendant 
Sarah Kwashnak, Interim Office Assistant 

To Make a Donation Online:  
Scan QR Code or Visit 

middleburyucc.org/giving-to-mcc/ 


