Middlebury Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
August 7, 2022
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
*all those who are able please stand
Our worship begins with the Prelude.
Please be mindful of those who wish to spend this time in prayer.
PRELUDE
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

arr Lani Smith

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stephanie Tiso

INTROIT
Praise God
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 65:5-9)
Leader: O God of our salvation, you are the hope of all the ends of the
earth
People: By your strength you established the mountains
Leader: You silence the roaring of the seas
People: You make the gateways of the morning and the evening
shout for joy
Leader: You visit the earth and water it
People: You provide the people with grain. Praise is due to you
*HYMN
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation New Century Hymnal (black) #400
INVOCATION
LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
[We use “Father” and “trespasses,” but please use whatever words bring
you closest to God.]

CALL TO CONFESSION (based on Romans 5:8, Hebrews 4:16)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)
God of mercy, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the
Spirit. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly
with you. We have not loved others as you have loved us. We have
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts and cut
ourselves off from you. Forgive us and restore us, that we may abide
in your love and live out your mercy, for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
(Time for individual silent confession)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (based on 2 Corinthians 5:17)
Hear the good news! Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old
life has gone; a new life has begun. Friends, hear and believe the good
news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Pilgrim Hymnal #513

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
World without end. Amen. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READINGS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

Matthew 26:36-46
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to
his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” And taking with
him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and
troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to
death; remain here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther he fell
on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” And he came
to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could
you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this
cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” And again he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again,
he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words
again. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take
your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer
is at hand.”
SERMON
Bottom of the Berm
*HYMN
I Come to the Garden Alone

New Century Hymnal (black) #567

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
The Lord Bless You and Keep You
POSTLUDE
How Beautiful

Twila Paris

Please join us in the social room after the service
for a time of fellowship and coffee.

New Century Hymnal (black) #237

Twila Paris, arr. Lloyd Larson
Audrey Finn and Anna Kwashnak, duet

*Doxology in Unison

*CLOSING HYMN
Stars and Planets Flung in Orbit

Michele Rowell Finn

Joys and Concerns and Pastoral Prayer
Stephanie will ask if there are any prayer requests from the
congregation. Please feel free to share your prayer concerns, joys and
witness to your brothers and sisters. She will also share requests that
she received prior to today’s service.
OFFERTORY
How Beautiful

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
Gracious God, we bring our offerings to you, acknowledging that all
your gifts are given for our own growth and for the service of
humankind. Receive them and our worship. Accept us and guide us
to work always for the building up of your kingdom. We ask all these
things in the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pilgrim Hymnal #515

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
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